
 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,      18th December 2020 
  
I am sure that you are all aware of the most recent announcements from our politicians regarding 
the return to school in January. Thankfully, as we had changed our term dates over 12 months ago, 
to support our students during their exams in May and June, we are not back until the 11th January. 
Most secondary schools in England return during the week beginning 4th January but will only have 
exam classes in that first week, with all others having online/remote lessons. During this week, 
which is a holiday week for our school, there will be no online lessons. 
 
We learned yesterday that we will become a testing centre for the coronavirus and have been asked 
to prepare for this over the holiday. Other secondary schools will use the first week of the new year 
to do this. As we do not start back until the second week, I am not clear as to whether we need to do 
the same for our first week back 11th – 15th Jan. I have asked the Local Education Authority, 
Department for Education and Education Ministers to provide this clarity, but as yet have heard 
nothing. 
 
I am asking you, therefore, to remain patient with school and wait for further guidance, which I will 
share with you just as soon as I get it. 
 
At the moment, the plan is to open for all students on the 11th January; however, the suggestion 
from the Department for Education is that we will open on the 11th for Year 11 only. Year 7, 8, 9 and 
10 will have remote/online lessons for the week. School would plan for being a testing centre and 
open for all students on the 18th January. 
 
We will continue to do the best we can for our students and families despite decisions being made, 
outside of our control, without thought or consideration for the impact they have on our entire 
community. 
 
Further information will follow during the next few days and over the Christmas holiday. 
 
Please take care and have as good a break as the current situation will allow. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Darren Reynolds, 
Headteacher. 


