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Diary Dates
JANUARY 2021:
11th : Spring Term starts
13th : GCSE Childcare Exam
19th : PSHE Day 3
Year 9 Exams start

In 1992, in her Christmas Day address to the nation, Queen Elizabeth II spoke of her own, personal ‘annus horribilis’
(horrible year) following the Windsor Castle fire and the scandals surrounding the marriages of three of her children.
I wonder what she will say about 2020?
For most people, not just locally, nationally, even globally, this will be one of the worst years they would care to
remember. I imagine that many of us will have our own, personal tragic stories to recount about the year that cannot
end quickly enough.
At this time of year, at Lacon Childe School, we would be in the middle of our wonderful Christmas festivities. Our
Festive Form Room competition would continue to be a fiercely contested battle between our tutors and their groups.
The creativity of some of the offerings have been incredible over the years. Once again, we have had to cancel our
Senior Citizens Christmas Party. Sad times when we cannot invite up to 100 of our local community members into
school to meet and share their experiences with our Year 10 students. We have not been able to visit the Frankfurt
Market in Birmingham or run any of our usual end of term trips to cinema, ice skating and bowling.
One of the biggest casualties of the current situation has been the loss of the Winter Concert, which provided our
extremely talented children an opportunity to display their wonderful performing talents. Hopefully, this is something
that we will be able to schedule for the Spring or Summer term. A film from the Creative Arts Department is now on
the website for everyone to enjoy.
When we finally emerge from the awful situation, we find ourselves in, I look forward to welcoming you all back in to
our school to celebrate the amazing talents of our children and to return to a new normal. I do not think we will return
to how it was before as, with every experience, we have opportunities for doing things differently will always occur.
One thing that the crisis has taught us all is the need to be able to adapt, quickly to change and make the best of the
situation we find ourselves in.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has supported the school as we try to provide the best education for your
children. We have remained open throughout the pandemic and have seen many changes in how we operate. We have
not always got it right and have had to be flexible in our approach. We will always look for ways to improve and make
the experiences our children have at school as good as they can possibly be. We are all ready for the end of term and a
chance to spend even more time together, even if we are limited to our household bubbles. Your children, overall, have
adapted well to the restrictions in school but they are tired and in need of the break. We look forward to welcoming
them back, safe, and well on the 11th January. Take care, look after one another and have a very happy and peaceful
Christmas.
Let us all hope and pray that 2021 is one heck of an ‘annus mirabilis’
Darren Reynolds : Headteacher

In support of Children in Need, Lacon students and staff came into
school in their own clothes to support the ‘Come as Yourself’ theme
for 2020.
Although lots of our traditional activities could not take place due to
the Covid restrictions, our students still rose to the challenge and
organised activities in their tutor groups and year group bubbles in
order to raise money.
7 Mortimer, with the help of Miss Brennan, organised a form relay
during lunchtime in the quad area outside their classroom, raising a
fantastic £52.00.
Individual students also participated in individual sponsored events in
order to raise money. Special congratulations go to Annabel PearceBourne who raised £85.00, by completing a sponsored silence on the
day.
The annual Children in Need Duck Race Sweepstake was once again
popular, and our students were able to watch the race unfold live
during Period 4. Quackman and Bobbin was the lucky duck champion
and congratulations go to our lucky owners in each tutor group, who
were awarded a box of Celebrations or Heroes to celebrate.
The entire event was a great success and was thoroughly enjoyed by
both students and staff. Although we have yet to receive our official
fundraising certificate, we have raised in excess of £800. That amazing
amount will make a massive difference, supporting vital charities and
projects which change the lives of children and young people all over
the UK. THANK YOU, Lacon Childe, for ‘being yourselves’ and striving
to make a difference. We are extremely proud of you!!
Mrs Croxton-Broome

Before lockdown began our Equestrian Team were busy flying the flag for Lacon Childe at Kings Equestrian in a variety
of competitions…
On Sunday 25th October, Maisie Walter and Abi Bradley took part in the NSEA Dressage Qualifier achieving some
outstanding results. In Class 2 (Prelim 13) Maisie finished in an amazing 2nd place and Abi with a very promising test in
12th. Maisie also completed in Class 4 (Novice 28) where she was again amongst the highest placings, finishing 3rd=.
Congratulations go to Maisie who, as the highest placed Shropshire rider, has qualified to take part in the NSEA
County Dressage Championship at Keysoe Equestrian in Bedfordshire in 2021.
The following day, on Monday 26th October, our Show jumpers joined in on the action, in the NSEA Show jumping
Qualifier, with Holly Morris In Year 8 making her debut performance for the squad.

Class 1
Holly Morris
Class 2
Holly Morris, Fern Bayliss, Chloe Potter & Maisie Walter
Class 3
Maisie Walter, Tilly Evans, Abi Bradley, Chloe Potter & Scarlett Bailey
Class 4
Scarlett Bailey & Abi Bradley
Congratulations to our 80 and 90cm teams who finished in 5th place, and to Fern Bayliss and Scarlett Bailey who came
5th individually in Classes 2 and 3 respectively. They both narrowly missed out on one of the four individual
qualification places within each class.
Wednesday 28th October provided the opportunity for two more of our Year 8 pupils to represent Lacon Childe for the
very first time in the NSEA Inter-Schools Grass Roots Show Jumping Qualifier: Lilly Walker riding Val in the 50cm and
60cm, and Phoebe Breen riding Paddington Popstar in the 60cm. Both Lilly and Phoebe performed extremely well and
were a credit to the school. They both really enjoyed it and we are so are looking forward to them competing for us
again soon.
Well done ladies, as always, we are extremely proud of you! What better way to spend your half term! A huge thank
you once again to our amazingly supportive parents, we couldn’t do it without you!
Mrs Croxton-Broome

The icing on our Autumn Term fundraising cake was our
recent Christmas Jumper Day. THANK YOU for coming into
school in your lovely Christmas jumpers and donating £1
to Save the Children, allowing us to raise £517. In what has
been a financially difficult time your kindness and
generosity will change lives of children across the world
this Christmas. In the words of Save the Children “£1
might look like £1, but it could warm some tummies, save
some lives and change the future. That’s big.”
Mrs Croxton-Broome

A film of Music and Art from Lacon Childe School Creative Arts Department is now on the
School Website. Mr Craig has put this together with Mrs Hennessy, Ms Wilding, Ms GroveWilliams, Mrs Wilson, Mr Amps and the creative pupils of Lacon Childe School.

This term the Maths Department entered two teams into
the National Cipher Challenge run by University of
Southampton. This year’s competition was based on the
John Le Carre novel ‘Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy’ and
entered by secondary school and further education
students from across the country. Year 7 and 8 students
had to interpret coded messages travelling between Nazi
Germany and teenage German spies in the UK. The spies
were undercover claiming to be on a cycling holiday
whilst covertly gathering intelligence on the UK’s
transport links and tourist areas. Each week students
accessed the cipher or code online and had a week to
decode it. Teams met during lunchtimes to pool their
ideas, thoughts and solutions before entering them prior
to the deadline. Each week’s code had to be successfully
cracked in order to progress through the competition
and our Year 7 and 8 teams made it through three of the
seven weeks. This was a great achievement considering
that most teams taking part were aged 14 upwards.
Congratulations to the Year 7 team of Amelia Hawkins,
Harry Hall and Fraser Morris, with support from Isaac
Wilson and Maisie Allenby.
Congratulations to the Year 8 team of Sophie Palmer, Isla
Washbourne, Isla Clarke, Andreas Thompson, Jessica
Home, Kathryn Evans, Sam Richardson-Hall, Hannah
Palmer and Owen Auger.
Students will receive certificates from University of
Southampton and maths department commendations for
their participation.
Have a look at one of the example codes below – how
would you have got on?

Well done to Year 10 GCSE Food Group. A
fantastic array of cakes.

Since October, 7 Stretton have been studying the play adaptation of Frankenstein by Phillip Pullman - originally by
Mary Shelley. Mr Martin gave them the task of exploring their creativity and imagination by completing their very own
‘Monster Project’. Over a period of three weeks, students had to create anything they liked inspired by or based on
Frankenstein’s monster. Some students chose to bake a cake that looked like the monster, create a monster magazine,
or make their own monster out of resources from home. Other students created an anthology of their own monster
poems whilst some made models of the monster. One of the monsters even had his own face mask and hand sanitiser.
All pupils went above and beyond with their effort and commitment to English. Mr Martin was wowed by their
enthusiasm and incredibly impressed with their skills beyond studying the text. A fantastic end to a very full-on term.
Well done to everyone in 7 Stretton! You should be proud.

Some Year 10 students were set the challenge of creating their own poem about a place, either real or imaginary,
that would tell a story that was personal to them. There is now a wonderful anthology of these poems called ‘Our
Place’ available to read on the school website (Learning – KS4 – Year 10 - English). The way they have used
language to create such powerful and thoughtful imagery is fantastic and very moving. Lara Starkey’s poem also
features in the Spark Young Writers magazine (November issue), which is an amazing achievement. Well done,
Lara, and all our other budding young poets. Keep writing!

By a Year 8 Pupil

Mrs Wilson had some interesting entries from across the school this year for the
Winter Photography Competition. Well done to all those who entered. The two
winning photos this year reflect the time spent out in the natural world, on a wintry
walk or a view from a window. Hopefully, we can all get to spend some time over
the holidays, if allowed, appreciating the beauty and calming effect of nature all
around us. The winners will receive a voucher and have their images printed,
framed, and displayed in school.

By a Year 11 Pupil

